
North Plainfield Middle School



This summer, you will be reading a novel called Eagle Song.  In the novel, 
Danny Bigtree's family has moved to a new city, and Danny can't seem to fit 
in. He's homesick for the Mohawk reservation, and the kids in his class 
tease him about being an Indian— the thing that makes Danny most proud. 
Can he find the courage to stand up for himself? 

After reading the novel, you will choose one of the projects below to show 
how well you understood the novel.  You will need to bring your project with 
you when you return to school in September.

Project 1: 

  

Write a Diary

Pretend you are one of the story’s main characters.  You will write four (4) diary entries 
for the project.

Directions:

• Write a diary that you might have kept before, during, or after the book's events. 
Remember that the character's thoughts and feelings are very important in a 
diary. 

• Write the diary in the first person using pronouns such as I, me, we, us, and my.

• Create dates for each of four (4) entries.

          Project 2: 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www2.scholastic.com/content/media/products/45/0439099145_xlg.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www2.scholastic.com/browse/collateral.jsp%3Fid%3D10529_type%3DContributor_typeId%3D1784&usg=__TpdvuWPVJN2rgzCQsm-Va-IzGxE=&h=252&w=230&sz=48&hl=en&start=3&itbs=1&tbnid=pRI1jgELoU8x2M:&tbnh=111&tbnw=101&prev=/images%3Fq%3Deagle%2Bsong%2Bthe%2Bnovel%26hl%3Den%26safe%3Dactive%26sa%3DG%26gbv%3D2%26tbs%3Disch:1
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.yfanwen.co.nz/dear_diary/cover.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.yfanwen.co.nz/dear_diary.html&usg=__ekhC9vq3WvDTUVCmxnuW0WVdiYE=&h=991&w=700&sz=182&hl=en&start=58&itbs=1&tbnid=-Z4qpJ33NSl65M:&tbnh=149&tbnw=105&prev=/images%3Fq%3Ddiary%2Bcover%26start%3D40%26hl%3Den%26safe%3Dactive%26sa%3DN%26gbv%3D2%26ndsp%3D20%26tbs%3Disch:1


      

          Compare/Contrast Essay

For this project, you will compare and contrast the main character, Danny and his 
friend, Will.  Complete a Venn diagram comparing and contrasting these two boys. 
Then use the information to write a compare and contrast essay. 

Directions:

 Use the attached Venn diagram to plan your essay.

 Each section of the diagram should have at least 3 points.
 The essay must have four paragraphs

  1) introduction   3) how the characters are different
  2) how the characters are alike       4) closing

     Project 3: 

                   

    Character Sculptures

For this project, you will need to choose two (2) characters from the book.   Then you 
will depict each character as a clay sculpture.  You will also create an exhibit card to 
accompany each sculpture.

Directions:

 Use modeling clay to sculpt two characters in the book.

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.ecusd7.org/ehs/ehsstaff/jparkin/Academics/American_History/Resources/Study_Aids/Graphic_Organizers/Venn_Diagram-Double_Circle.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.ecusd7.org/ehs/ehsstaff/jparkin/Academics/American_History/Resources/Study_Aids/index.htm&usg=__dQUAJ9O59nwGcCO0KDZTFXA9brg=&h=289&w=423&sz=5&hl=en&start=1&itbs=1&tbnid=HPaS2SyF5A1HpM:&tbnh=86&tbnw=126&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dvenn%2Bdiagram%26hl%3Den%26safe%3Dactive%26gbv%3D2%26tbs%3Disch:1
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://static.squidoo.com/resize/squidoo_images/250/draft_lens2737522module16584362photo_1235003032hellboy_3.75_front.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.squidoo.com/tvandfilmtoys%3Futm_campaign%3Ddirect-discovery%26utm_medium%3Dsidebar%26utm_source%3DDebs&usg=__HjCtMt_BU_Tdyi1fAVEzmvBnadg=&h=355&w=250&sz=52&hl=en&start=26&itbs=1&tbnid=u_9W9GVnNze-WM:&tbnh=121&tbnw=85&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dmodeling%2Bclay%2Bfigures%26start%3D20%26hl%3Den%26safe%3Dactive%26sa%3DN%26gbv%3D2%26ndsp%3D20%26tbs%3Disch:1


 On a 5X8 index card, write two (2) paragraphs about each character.  One 
paragraph should tell about the character.  The second paragraph should explain 
why you chose this character.

Project 4:

TV or Radio Character Interview

For this project you will produce a radio or TV interview of one of the characters in the 
book.  For the radio interview, you will need to record on a CD or a cassette tape.  For 
the TV interview, you will need to record on to a DVD.

Directions:

 First, write a script for the interview.  Make sure that the interview questions refer 
to what happened in the book and to the other characters in the book.

 Record your show.  Make sure to follow your script.

Project 5: HONORS ONLY!

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.chinatoday.com/entertain/interview01.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.chinatoday.com/entertain/china.funniest.pictures.htm&usg=__JbvyVUZ6zuOfNGlg-bjMhi7kbGE=&h=460&w=664&sz=89&hl=en&start=72&itbs=1&tbnid=-0k_ZtKgDjoZtM:&tbnh=96&tbnw=138&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dtv%2Binterview%26start%3D60%26hl%3Den%26safe%3Dactive%26sa%3DN%26gbv%3D2%26ndsp%3D20%26tbs%3Disch:1
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://cs.wheatoncollege.edu/lmichaud/img/clipart/research.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.english-blog.com/archives/2007/02/the_characters_of_watership_down_part_i_your_research_rabbitfootwork.php&usg=__zHhbIiI00sEGa7hsIHH8L53BDe0=&h=183&w=150&sz=14&hl=en&start=4&itbs=1&tbnid=K-oWGo3v0ddgyM:&tbnh=102&tbnw=84&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dresearch%2Bclipart%26hl%3Den%26safe%3Dactive%26gbv%3D2%26tbs%3Disch:1


Mini-Research on the Algonquian People

Danny, the main character from Eagle’s Song, is a member of the Algonquian people. 
The Algonquian people consist of many different Native American tribes.  Your task is 
to research one of these groups living in the New York State area and then to write a 
five-paragraph essay on the tribe you chose.  The tribes from which you can choose 
are the Mohegans, the Mahicans, or the Munsee Delawares.  

Directions:

• Visit this website, http://www.bigorrin.org/algonquian_kids.htm, read the 
information there, click on any connecting links to learn more about one of the 
groups mentioned above.  

• In your five paragraph essay, please be sure to include: 

1. who they are, their traditions and practices 

2. explain how contact with the Europeans affected them

3. describe their life today on the reservation, identify any challenges

4. opening and closing paragraphs.

http://www.bigorrin.org/algonquian_kids.htm


North Plainfield Middle School Name: _____________________________________
Gr. 7 Summer Reading: Compare/Contrast Essay

                                                                                           3                                    2                                              1                     

Excellent quality; Average quality;      Poor quality; did not

exceeded basic met requirements;          meet requirements;

requirements; needed more effort.      very little effort.

strong effort. 

1.  Followed directions

A. Completed venn diagram                                                                                                                       

B. Each section contained at least 3 points                                                                                             

2.  Final Copy:

A. Included introduction, 2 paragraphs and conclusion                                                                         

B. Paragraphs remained focused on one idea                                                                                         

C. Mechanics (punctuation, capitalization, spelling, indenting and spacing)                                     

Total Points:              pts/ 15 pts.  Grade:                  %       =                          

North Plainfield Middle School Name: _____________________________________
Reading, Grade Gr. 7 Summer Reading: Character Sculpture

                                                                                           3                                    2                                              1                     
Excellent quality; Average quality;      Poor quality; did not
exceeded basic met requirements;          meet requirements;
requirements; needed more effort.      very little effort.
strong effort. 

1. Followed directions                                                                                                                                              

2.  Character sculptures reflected descriptions in novel                                                                                     

3. Index cards  were proofread for spelling, capitals and punctuation                                                            

4. Creativity and effort                                                                                                                                              

Total Points:              pts/ 12 pts.  Grade:                  %       =                          



North Plainfield Middle School Name: _____________________________________
Gr. 7 Summer Reading: diary

                                                                                           3                                    2                                              1                     
Excellent quality; Average quality;      Poor quality; did not
exceeded basic met requirements;          meet requirements;
requirements; needed more effort.      very little effort.
strong effort. 

1. Followed directions                                                                                                                                              

2.  Entries were based on character, events and information in novel                                                             

3. Entries were proofread for spelling, capitals and punctuation                                                                      

4. Creativity and effort                                                                                                                                              

Total Points:              pts/ 12 pts.  Grade:                  %       =                          



North Plainfield Middle School Name: _____________________________________
Summer Reading: Video or Radio Production

Critera
Possible
Points

Student’s 
Evaluation

Teacher’s Evaluation

Visual: Is the video/audio of my project 
            interesting?

10

Visual: Does my video/audio make a strong
            connection to the book?

10

Written: Is my writing accurate? Is the 
             grammar correct? Spelling? 
             punctuation?

10

Written: Does the script clearly 
              communicate about the book? 
              Are the narrator and characters 
              clearly defined?

10

Effort: did I consistently and 
           diligently work on my project 
           or did I hurry and put  it 
           together at the last minute?

10

Final Grade: _____ pts/50 pts. = _______
50



North Plainfield Middle School                Name: ______________________________
Summer Reading Project:  Mini-research paper    Eagle’s Song: Honors Research

Criteria 3
Outstanding 
quality; showed 
great 
comprehension 
and insight 
followed 
directions; strong 
effort.   

2
Average 
quality, 
showed 
adequate 
comprehensi
on; did not 
follow all 
directions; 
needed more 
effort. 

1
Poor quality, 
showed little 
or no 
comprehensi
on; did not 
follow 
directions; 
very little 
effort.

Directions: Did I follow the directions and respond to each 
research subtopic?

 

Content:  My project indicates understanding of the 
research topic.

Grammar:   Are my sentences written correctly? Do I have 
any spelling errors? Is my punctuation correct? 

Format:   Do I have five paragraphs? Do I have an 
introductory paragraph and a closing paragraph?  Do I have 
three paragraphs of information on my topic?

Effort:  Did I consistently and diligently work on my project 
or did I quickly put it together at the last minute?

Final Grade:    _____ pts/15 pts. = _______
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